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An Invitation

I would like to ask you a question before we set out. It sounds harm-
less, and it is not.

What did God know on the day before creation?

Stay with it for a moment. Because if the answer is: everything, then
he also knew what it would cost him. And he began anyway. This
book is about that Anyway.

The Christmas story is almost always told from below. We stand in
the stable, next to the shepherds, our breath steaming, and we look
into the manger. That is a good place, and I will not take it from any-
one. But there is another one. Every now and then Scripture opens a
door through which you may look over the Father's shoulder. You see
what he saw before it happened. That is where I want to take you. Not
as a spectator. As someone who walks along and wonders along. I
have walked this path myself, and I am walking it with you once
more.

Six songs accompany us. They came into being on exactly this path,
and they stand in the book at the places where they belong. Five of
them tell the story, the sixth answers it. You can read them like
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poems, or you can listen to them while you read. At the end of the
book you will also find a little story for reading aloud, for the evening
under the tree, when the big ones and the little ones sit together.

And at the end a sentence is waiting for you. You have known it all
your life. And yet, I believe, you have never heard it.

Come along. We begin where nothing had yet begun.
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CHAPTER 1

The Day Before the First Day

Strictly speaking, this day never existed. Days only came into being
later, when light and darkness received their names. And yet Scrip-
ture speaks of a Before. It does so in places that are easy to read past,
in subordinate clauses, without any trumpets.

"Chosen before the foundation of the world," Paul writes to a small
congregation in Ephesus. "Foreknown before the foundation of the
world," Peter writes about Christ. And John, in Revelation, calls him
"the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world."

Read those three sentences again. Slowly. They say something enorm-
ous, and they say it with a calm that sounds as if they know it is true.
Before anything existed, it was settled who would come. And what it
would cost. The manger is older than the first star. The cross is older
than the wood it was built from.

We are used to telling the story the other way around. First creation,
then the fall, then, after a long run-up, the rescue. As if God had re-
acted to a crisis, like a father woken in the night, groping in the dark
for the light switch. But Scripture tells it differently. It says: the res-
cue is older than the damage. The Lamb was settled before there was
a single creature that needed saving.

Stay here for a moment, because this is the thought almost nobody
has on their radar, and it changes everything that follows. God did not
create the world into uncertainty and then hope for the best. He saw
first. Everything. The garden, and the day the people in it would hide.
The weariness, the questions without answers, the tears with nothing
to hold them. He saw the night of Bethlehem, and he saw the after-
noon the sky would go dark. He saw what freedom would cost, and
who would have to carry the bill. He himself.
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And then he decided. For us, before there was an Us. Love decided
first and created second.

If that is true, then Christmas is no last-minute rescue attempt. It is
the carrying out of a plan older than light. When the child in the
manger drew breath, nothing unforeseen was happening. What
happened was what had been decided before all time.

And then, when everything had been seen and everything decided,
God spoke the first words ever spoken. You know them. Everyone
knows them. But I am not going to say them yet. They belong at the
end of this book. Only there, once you have seen what he saw, will you
hear what they really say. And whom they mean.

So begins the story that begins before the beginning. With a look,
with a decision, and with a word that is still waiting.
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